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This publication presents a comprehensive conversion table 
for the Pin- yin, the r omani z&t ion system adopted by Communist 
China, compiled principally from June -December 1958 issues of 
Wen-tzu Kai-ke, official journal of the Chinese language reform 
commission. The table is preceded by an introduction and notes. 
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This introduction revx«\/& the steps "by the Chiae&e panmunist 

government to devise an alphabetic ^ystami for t&nr Chinese dni to 

wage an intensive educational &simpaiga to i&rtiXl&riz$ the popi^tiod with 
the system which was finally adopted], Fid^yin. Th& expl.ana+Joh' of' the Pin* 
yin and the Comprehensive Ow/erfioh. Table ^lloifing. this .introduction have 
been compiled for use in intferetihg th£ ^^'intfimsing .xnaterial^ in 
whieh Pin- yin is used." 

On 11 February 1958* the draft dopy far tQm®&£a&ian ©f ? the 

Chinese language was approved* Before this t.im£ many study 'groups, " insti- 
tutes* and ca/imissions lrad. worked on a variety of systems and methods of 
implementation dating -frm 19 l t9p when Mao 'Es^tuiig first appointed a Study 
gnoup fpr WesffWta of the written language*. CpMssioa for Befom of* 

Chihese Written' Characters Whs formally established in Btoiamber .195^ && an 
organ directly subordinate to the. State Council, The first draft copy of 
the r^uani^l alphabet vg& issued in Pfcbrusay l£) r ?6$ simul i*^ausly, ' ih-a 
first draft copy fo£ cation of .Chinese was promulgated# 

The revised draft: dbpy for a. raaani^ed alphabet (hereinafWr called >y %%s 
final name* Pin* yin) was issued ah ..the same- tints? celebrations were held for 
the 40th anniversary of' the, tutelar revolution in 1.997 mt ^.ketorr^^ A / 
'tfi&t* publicity and, leading of the .jte final 

draft was published in many in Chi:^ or. 1$ JanuA^T 19loi 

Hie am gitf Mphhbei wfew described 

by (Shod Bhilai in a r§po2*t 4atp 10 .l$fo .^ad entitl^. v 'Pr8qeiw . 

language Refc#n lia&k%* t ' Among’ L h-* hi^iligbts Of dug report, were the follow- 
ing etat«emqn.ts S- ' : 

• 1* Pin^yin will be u&ed a£ a national ph»:ddi> -.c* system for 

-eh&^aeters -and' will' aid ih y&pxiX^ri&iag ^lloquial Speech b At, the k*ias ’ 
time, it will help native Speaker Imru ths writh-dn language, 'vltl be 
Useful in eliminating and Will extend use of the tfendav ir. 

dialect * , • 

?» Pin-yin mri be- used %h a -eneiaon bake for reforming ot cro.-.t -ing, 
whfitn- nwessary, tf*? written l&ikymgs* of minority peoples* Chf.ua ha,* more, 
thasn §0 mtionalitiesl of thes^j «*ny have no wiimn language and. that ■ ' 
of ^tev& needs reform* tfhsu- Ar?$h* Rosass;, *nd otter, browner 

natiqaaalities ‘adopt a ;eyataui or refco^i tUeir present hues, 

wiaich toai^izatim flfcGawrt of 'the CSij^se 

syStt&n will be of positive benefit M aiu^vnl ftikifiy 
onbS, printing, typing, telegraphy, etc. 


- i « 
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* 3* Pin-yin will help foreigners study Chinese and will promote inter*- 

oitioml cultural exchange, 

* . 4* Pin-yin can ho used to truns literate foreign rmcs, place name s, 

and technical terms for the use of Chinese and can ho used for the same 
purpose by foreigners wishing t.o incorporate Chinese names and terms into 

their publications . 

yp to the summer Of 195^ little information was available as to how 
gpeat an effort was being made to teach, and popularize Pin- yin. However, 
at that time items began to appear in Chinese publications, principally 
in Wefn- tzu Ka 1 -he , official journal of the language reform commission, 
jOH cE l related .achievements and examples of usage of Pin- yin* One article, 
fa»B*tzu Kjai-ke , 15 November 1958) estimated that more than 92 million 
prJia^^a^iocd,^ Students were then studying Pin-yin beginning in the first 
grade* ptWir-i^c^icies reported that workers and mothers home tending 
children ^re.^&jihing Pin- yin,- that strsqt signs in many cities, towns, 
fluid Pin- yin as well as imprinted with Chinese characters, 

• toft 1 had Pin- yin titles# The same was true of 

many institutions such ag schools, government buildings, and hospitals* 

TJ®s Jcntrfcal aaid that lists were being published on scientific, technical, 
and plaCenames tfith eonvdrs.ion tables and that- most newspapers and jour- 
nal# .bad Pin-yin titles beneath the Chinese character titles. Official 
use Of Pin-yin* it WOO added, would be Initiated in posts and telecommunica- 
tions work beginning in January 1959* 

Use of Pin-* yin in the USSR was also reported. An article in Trud of 
15 tecember 1957 described how students in Boarding School No 1^ were study- 
ing Chines# according to Pin- yin. In the last three grades, the article 
said, the pupils Studied Chinese characters, and from the second through the 
f i fth , ,Pin* yin. The article added that much correspondence was carried on 
betwesngvthe young Muscovites and their Chinese counterparts. The 30 No- 
1956 isTsue of Heiv-tzu ICai-kc carried a • Tass photograph showing Mos- 
cow primary students studying Pin-yin. 


JIOTSS OH % m MEW AI^HABET 

Initials 

As can be observed in the Comprehensive Conversion Table, below, many 
of the initial sounds of Pin- yin are identical to English initial sounds. 
However, there are several striking differences. (Hereafter, all Wade- 
Giles fomanized words will be bracketed, and all Chinese characters will 

be in parentheses)* 
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Bae Wade-Giles "ts” sound [i^sungj ) £md [tzu] ( ?r ) are "s !! in 

Pin- yin ; the Wade- Giles "ts*" sound [ts'ung] (>$£_ ) is "c" in Pin- yin; and 
the Wade-Giles "hs" sound [hsinj (nii'T is "x" in Pin-yin. 

The Pin-yin equivalents of Wade-Giles "ch" and "ch”’ should be 
especially noted. The rule is that Pin- yin letters "j" and "q" arrays 
precede the two vowels "i" or "u," and the Pin-yin letters "ch" and "zh" 
always precede all other vowels. 


Examples follow: 


Pin-yin 

Wade-Giles 

Character 

' 

Pin- Yin 

Wade-Giles 

Character 

chan 

ch'an 


zhan 

chan 


che 

ch'e 


zhe 

che 


qian 

ch’ien 

■f 

jian 

chien 

4 - 

quan 

Finals 

ch'{ian 


Juan 

chilan 



Finals in Pin-yin present little difficulty since they are almost 
identical to the finals in the Wade-Giles system. The principal differences 
are as follows: 

1. Final "h" .letters included in Wade-Giles are not included in pin- 
yin; thus [t'ieh] ) is "tie." 

2. F 

3 - F 
tively, in 
is "xiong. 


inal "ien" in Wade-Giles is "ian"; thus [chien] is "jian." 

inal "ung" and "iung" in Wade-Giles are "ong" and long, " respe 


Pin- yin. Examples: [chung] ( W- ) is "zhong" and [hsiung]' 


C& 
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'• IV 

it 

yi: 

often abtife’ 

u 

-.L 

h' 

' 4. The 
telecommunic 

-%• [nu 


The Camp 
tion 1 lists 
Pin-yin third 

second, and + 
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Choice of the representative Chinese characters was based on the 
criteria of selecting those which are most commonly used and the sounds of 
which are least ambiguous or variable. Variations in pronunciation are 
recognized in the notes which follow Section (liaised numbers, in this 
section refer to these notes.) 

The hade'^Giles and Pin-yin systems are arranged in the alphabetical 
order in which they are most commonly seen so as to facilitate location 
of any particular sound in either of the two sections. 
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Comparative Table Listed With Wade-Giles First 


Wade-Giles 

Character 

Pin-yin 

* 

a 

FJ 

a 



f. 

ai 

1 

an 

4r 

an 


ang 

r F 

ang 

| 

ao 


ao 


cha 

if 

zha 


ch'a 

1 

if. 

cha 


chai 

% 

zhai 


ch'ai 

% 

chai 

m 

chan 

Si 

zhan 

r 

ch'an 

£ 

chan 


chang 

-t 

zhang 

* 

tii' ang 

& 1 

T 

chang 


chao 

! 

zhao 


ch'&o 

k 

chao 


che 

jk 

zhe 


ch,*e 

& 

che 


chen 

% 

zhen 


uh’en 


chen 

<*■' 

cheng 

IB. 

zheng 

1 

ch'eng 

€ 

cheng 
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Wade-Giles 

Character 

Pin-yin 

chi 


Ji 

ch'i 

-t 

«i 

chla 

* 

Jia 

ch'ia 

tc 

qia 

chiang 

IX- 

Jiang 

ch'iang 

* 

qiang 



Jiao 

ch'iao 


qiao 

chleh (chiai) 

* 

Jie 

ch'ieh 


qie 

chien 

4- 

Jian 

eh'ien 

•+ 

qian 

ehlh 

m. 

zhi 

ch'lh 

*&. 

chi 

chin 

4 - 

Jin 

ch'ln 

% 

qin 


At 

Jing 

ch'ing 

-f 

qing 

chiu 


Jiu 

ch'iu 

4 

qlu 

chiung 

£ 

Jiong 

ch'iung 

% 

qlong 

cho 

# 

zhuo 

ch'o 

& 

chuo 

chou 

} 

zhou 
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*^r** t *±.' a^^anac. L* ^ ^ 

cli'ou 

ehu 

eh'u 

ehua 

ch’ua^- 

ohual^ 

ch*uai 

chuan 

ch*uan 

cliuang 

ch*uang 

chui 

ch’ul 

chun 

ch'un 

chung 

ch'ung 

ehfi 

ch'ft 

ehttan 


Uharafiter 

# 

Si 

Ik 

m. 

■& 

II' 

4 

f 

zii 

'h 

>k 

iil 

kK. 

•#- 

;4 

+ 


Pin-yin 

chou 

ahu 

chu 

zhua 

chua 

zhuai 

chuai 

zhuan 

chuan 

zhuang 

chuang 

zhui 

chui 

zhun 

chun 

zhong 

chong 

ju 

q.u 


en'Uan 

clideh 

eh'Ueh 

chdn 

ch*Un 


•&L 

C 

t 


Juan 

<iuan 

jue 

que 

Jun 

q.un 
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wl 
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Wade -Giles 

Character 

Pin-yin 

e, o 


e 

en 

. 

en 

eng 

erh 

% 

eng 

er(r) 


fa 

ft 

fa 

fan 




fan 

fang 

■n 

fang 

fei 

* • .. 

fei 

fen 

/> 


1 1 

fen 

feng 


feng 

fo 

fou 

# 

ft 

fo 

fou 

fu 

i'j 

fu 

ha 

hai 


ha 

hai 

# 

ban 


han 

hang 


hang 

hao 

hei 


hao 

hei 

hen 


hen 

heng 


heng 

ho 


he 

hou 

4t 

hou 

hu 


hu 

r 

hua 

o ^ 

hua 
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Wade-G lies 


Character 

Pin-yin 

huai 



huai 

huan 



huan 

huang 


4 

huang 

Mil 


f 

hui 

hVLQ 



hun 

hung 


* ix 

hong 

huo 


4 

huo 

hsi 


ia 

xl 

hsia 


T- 

xia 

hsiang 



xlang 

hsiao 



xiao 

hsiah 


* 

xie 

hsien 



xian 

hsin 


‘Vh* 

xin 

hslng 



Xing 

hsiu 


#• 

xiu 

haiung 

4 

Aft 

xiong 

hall 


'■S 

XU 

hatian 


/.r. 

xuan 

hstleh 


f 

xue 

hatta 


£»| 

xun 

i 


— 

yi 

Jan 


^ % v * 

ran 

Jang 


H 

rang 

Jao 


. lu *7U 

rao 
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Wade-Qlles 

Jo 


Character 

4 

Ja * % 


Pln-yin 

re 


Jen 

Jeng 

Jlh 

Jo 

Jou 

Ju 

Juan 

Jui 

Jim 

Jung 

ka 

k»a5 

kal 

k'al 

kaa 

k'an 

kang 

k’aag 

kao 

k'ao 

kel3 

ken 

k*en 

keng 


A 

ren 


reng 


ri 

‘ # 

ruo 

& 

rou 

A. 

ru 


ruaa 


ml 


run 

* 

rong 


ga 

* 

ka 


gal 

MR 

kal 

•f- 

gan 

* 

kan 


parur 



>1 

gao 

;% 

kao 

Jfr 

gel 


gen 

-f 

ken 


geng 
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Wade-Giles 


Character 

Pin-yin 

k'eng 



keng 

ko 



6« 

k*o 


n 

ke 

kou 


% 

gou 

k’ou 


u 

kou 

lea 


$ 

gu 



-i 

ku 


- ^ 


gua 

k*ua 


* 

kua 

fcuai 


% 

guai 

k*uat 


4 *. 

kuai 

jcuoix 


% 

guan 

k'uaa 


V 

% 

kuan 

jpjflpg 



guang 

k'uang 


>JL 

kuang 

kuei 


j£~ 

gui 

k'uei 


m 

kui 

kun 


JSt. 

gun 

k'un 



kun 

kung 


ft 

gong 

k'ung 


& 

kong 

kuo 



gwo 

k'uo 


‘ Hi 

kuo 

la 


fr 

la 

lal 



lal 


/ 

' Approv.Qd_EfiiBeleasfi 2000/08/24 : 
!SHS3BsaB 
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Ian 

* 

lan 



Xoog 

lao 

fa 

lao 

le 


14 

lei 

4 

lei 

long 


lang 

11 

D 

U 


# 

lla 

Hang 

'4. 

llang 

Had 


llao 

lieh 

?! 

lia 

lien 

it- 


tea 

#■ 

14a 

Hag 

41 

ling 

liu 


liu 

lc 

41 

lao 

lou 

4 

Jaa 

lu 


lu 

luan 



lun 

Ufa 

lm 

lung 

4L 

long 

Oft 

*. 

1ft 

lttan 

f 

Item 

lteh 


l«a 

me 

■A 

aa 


t 

nal 
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S 


A,ee 

Cnaxacter 

Pln-yii 

! 


11 

wan - - 

* j 



snang 

| 


t 

mao 

i 

1 

* 1 

j 


$ 

me I 

i 

m&a 

pi 

men. 


■»**** g 

P ■ 

meng 


ji>iL 

j • 

?•< 

Mi 


x-siao 

- • KJ 

jaiao 

j 

mieh. 

/V‘A, 

rale 

j 

mien 

v» 

mian 

| 

Mia 

pp 

min 

; 

id.ag 


latng 

A 

td.u 

if- 

miu 

i 

MO 

f 

mo 


MOU 

i 1 

aiou 

* 

Mu 

4*:. ! 

MU 

1 

| 

/ 


LlH 


< tftl 

'ifl 

nai 


4 * X V’l 

M 

nan 


‘ V ? 

# 

t ' 

tiang 


| 5.^0 

#$ 

nao 


■■■:.*■■ i 

iKi 

nei 

* 

* r* : .; ?j 

i aV 

- fi X 

nea 

J 

neng 

tffc: 

{)(-* 

ueng 


- * v 

ftf* 

ni 
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WacLe-Giles 

Character 

Pin-yin 

niang 

-ijL 


niao 

.% 

niao 

nleh 

& 

nie 

nien 


nian 

nln 

M- 

nin 

nlng 

% 

nlng 

niu 


niu 

no 


nuo 

nou 

H 

nou 

nu 


nu 

mian 

c 

znxan 

mu? 


nun 

nung 

1 

nong 

nft * 


nli 

nttdJ 


ntte 

0 


o 

ou 


ou 

pa 

/v 

ba 

p*a 


pa 

pai 

% 

bai 

p'al 

■XlL 

pai 

pan 


ban 

p'an 


pan 

pang 

* 

bang 


... 15 . 
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¥ade “Giles 

pa o 

p‘ao 

pel 

p’ei 

pea 

p'en 

peng 

P*eng 

Pi 

p'l 
; lao 
p ' xao 


px&u 
i- * .Len 

pin 
p 3 in 
pl ng 
p’ing 
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Character 

Pin-yin 

i 

, l ! j 

7 

pang 


l£ 

bao 



pao 


\k: 

fcei 


1 ! 

1 ! 


i>ei 



|>en 


s. 

pen 


M 

beng 


M 

J>eng 



ii 


*. 



Jl 

biao 


- 4 V 1 

jr.' 

piao 


PJ 

tie 



pie 


& 

blan 

! 

i 

y “**- i 

4 

pjLam 


4 ' 

bin 


m ! | 


p:Ln 


f 

n 

bijig 


f 

ping 


t. 

bo 


<k. 

pc 


f| 

pcu 




jm. 


p*ou 
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Wade -Giles 

Character 

Pin-yin 

pu 

* 

bu 

p’u 

4 

pu 

sa 

4 

sa 

sal 

f 

sal 

san 


son 

gang 

A 

sang 

sao 


sao 

ae 

& 

se 

sen 


sen 

sang 

4 

seng 

so 

ft 

suo 

sou 

ML 

sou 

su 

it 

su 

suan 

4 

suan 

sun 


sun 

sul 


sul 

sung 

* 

song 

ssu (szu) 

vty 

si 

sha 

5* 

sha 

shal 

fip 

vW 

shal 

frhjyn 

shan 

shang 

Jv 

shang 

ghfluo 


shao 

she 


she 
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WaoLe^Glles 

Character 

Pin-yin 

..... 

shel^ 


she! 


sixeu 


shen 

1 

sheng 

>k. 

aheng 


shih 

A 

shi 


shou 

A 

shou 

i 

i 

shu 

k 

shu 

! 





shua 




shuai 

W- 

shuai 


ahuan 

& 

shuan 


shusna 


shuang 


shui 

*■ 

shui 


shun 


shun 


shuo 

Mj 

shuo 


ta 

K 

da 


t'a 

m 

ta 


tal 

K 

dal 


f ai 

K 

tal 


tan 

f 

Am 


fan 


tan 


tang 

a 



fang 

-t 

tajog 


tao 

S'] 

dao 

1 

fa© 

si. 

tao 

i 

te 


de 

- 




H 


-UUUB9MUUU IUU2UUUUJ-J’ 




W mmw- c 




j 

i 
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Wade -Giles 

Character 

Pin-yin 

t’e 


te 

tel 2 


del 

teng 

Sr 

deng 

t’eng 


teng 

ti 

MSj 

di 

t'i 


ti 

tiao 


diao 

t'iao 


tiao 

tieh 

it 

die 

t'ieh 

A 

tie 

tien 

ti 


t'ien 

* 

tian 

ting 

T 

ding 

t'ing 

It 

ting 

tiu 

4 

diu 

to 


duo 

t’o 


tuo 

tou 


dou 

t'ou 


tou 

tu 


du 

t*u 


tu 

tuan 

* 

duan 

t'uan 

i 

tuan 

tui 

ft 

dui 


i 
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I 


Wade-G13.es 

Character 

Pin-yln 


t *td 

it 

tui 

t 

tun 


dun 


t'un 

it 

tun 


tung 

* 

dong 

! 

b*ung 

m) 

tong 


tsa 

m 

za 


ts'a 

% 

ca 


teed. 

& 

zai 


te'ai 


cai 

i 

| 

tsan 

t 

zan 

1 

ts’an 


can 


tsang 


zang 


ts'ang 

£ 

cang 


tsao 

-* 

zao 


ts'ao 

■f 

cao 


tse 

1 

H'J 

ze 

i 

ts'e 


ce 


teei 

% 

zei 


tsen 

.%■ 

zen 


ts*en 

% 

cen 


tseng 

% 

zeng 


ts’eng 

* 

ceng 


tso 

if 

zuo 


ts'o 

l! 

CUD 
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Motes (all I n Wade -Oil 
!• Also read hBu and hu. 

2. Also read te. 

3« Also read chi. 

4. Also read I, hsieh and. yeh. 

5* Also read ch 1 ia and jui. 

6, Also read liang. 

7» Also read nio. 

8. Also read shui. 

9. Also read nen. 



